CLEAN   MILK    PRODUCTION

use with the evening's milk, and they should be disposed of when they have
been in use for about a week. The cloth used for evening milking should be
soaked in water overnight, and this process should be repeated with the
other cloth after the morning milking is over. After soaking, the cloths
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" Welfilter "   Strainer.

should be repeatedly rinsed in cold water to prevent them becoming foul, then
washed in hot water and soda, rinsed in clean hot water, and finally boiled
for some time to ensure thorough freedom from all milk adhering to them.
After boiling, the cloth should be refixed in the strainer and steamed with the
other utensils. After sterilisation, cloths and strainers should be stored
in a clean place with the other utensils until required for further use.

The best type of strainer is one which relies for its efficiency on the
use of a cotton-wool filter-pad. In this type, a fine, thick, circular cotton-
wool pad is held in position
between two perforated tinned-
copper discs by means of a
spring. The pad should be at
least half an inch greater in
diameter than the discs which
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Pipe-line Filter (Section).

contain it. In some patterns
a strong brass wire gauze is
used instead of the lower disc.
The strainer should always be
designed so that milk falls on
to a metal plate first, instead
of falling directly on to the
straining material. The metal plate bears the direct weight of the falling
milk, and there is thus little chance of any particles of dirt being forced
through the strainer or of the formation of perforations in the cotton-
wool filter medium by the weight of the liquid. A metal cover for the strainer,
which should be replaced after each lot of milk has been poured through,
should be provided. Good-quality discs should always be employed and, as